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Jennifer natalya fink 



Sunday 9 July - 8:30pm 


Writer and editor D Travers Scott 
Is the author of the highly 
acclaimed novel Execution Texas: 
1987, and the editor of Strategic 
Sex and Best Gay Erotica 2000. 
Scott's writings on sex, culture and 
performance art have appeared In 
dozens of anthologies and 
periodicals. Jennifer Natalya Rnk 
Is the author of The Mib/eh Queen 
and Burn, co-editor of Performing 
Hybrldlty, a contributor to Strategic ! 
Sex and has recently worked on 
children’s books with Hillary 
Clinton and Susan Sarandon. 


DON’T MISS THESE EXCITING 
NEW QUEER VOICES. 


"Smart, sexy, and full of surprises, 
D Travers Scott's Strategic Sex Is 
wilder than a roomful of drunken 
Steve Zeeland 




185 Commercial Rd, South Yt 

FREE. Details 9824 0110 

I Hares & Hyenas ! 










U '' nCrvcd ,u ' r ' *»"■ Hko IhMnlJi 

««*ured 7’hv wook sh, arrived “ M,M '‘ * '* 

(H,v the public hu„ K i„ K of „ murderer. She warned L'o" 
tile town live up to its name. 

My grandfather’s eyes gleamed as he passed on this 
heirloom memory. Certain details focused his mind, 
pulled him from his cloud of drink and prescriptions ...as 
if the past helped him engage the present.” 

D.Travers Scott has written a novel that is rooted in 
country where the traditional novel and the common 
linear narrative dare not tread. Yet like the white waters 
of a raging river, it cuts through the parched, barren soils 
of Texan terrain, drowning any assumption that 
contemporary writing means a lack of literary credence. 

Travers tells me about the grandfather, the memory of 
whom opens the novel: “He was a romantic, literary soul — 
but his addictions killed that side of him, or made it 
difficult to express. He never fulfilled his dreams and so 
carried around a lot of disappointment and bitterness 
before his death. My memory of him has made me even 
more determined to pursue my dreams. I don t want 
to live with the burden of unrealised dreams.” 


I-Iis 


inuaculnr nlmndon 
vomy earn ballooned out 
‘^translucent t. 

ClnaatmoV the 

feathers malted off ' 

bat wings which unfurled ^ ^ 1 
-. . 

meeting and melding t* f M u st 
amphitheatre with Seeger ■„ V front 
row.’ 1 »» c 


^ the 
present ”, Travers has used the violent 
frontier of a past Texas as a canvas for 
life in the late eighties, in the town of 
Execution. Pivoted upon the life of 
Seeger, and his circle of friends in their 
late teens. Execution, Texas: 1987, 
chronicles rocky teenage rites of passage 
- with smart ass humour and wit as dry as 


"The achievement of 
rights so that you can 
be like everybody else 
does not sit right with 
me. I don't want to be 
like everybody else!" 


Angelrat launches into a W upon 

sex. exclusively for the benefitJLcger. 

Considering Travers tussive 
resumd, crowded with essays an d the 
editing of pieces any sex therapi^ would 
find absorbing and challenge, the 
lecture reads like a scene in a hil;' rioUS 
black comedy. Yet for all it s f B r out 
absurdity, the lecture seems to be based 
in expertly expressed truth- and 

like Seeger, the reader jpiBgg unsure as to 
w hat is drug induJK psycho-babble and 
what segments halte roots of fact. 

Says Travers: ■£ 

“I wanted %e reader to be 
transported beyond the narrative. 
Narratives c» so often impose 
hermetic, enclosed worlds. I also 
wanted to thrdW into question the 
authority of the voices - of both myself as 


the land. And of course, sex, drugs and rock 
and roll crop up as often as cacti in the desert. 

There are always scenes in a novel that stay with you. I 
ask Travers about his Angelrat. He laughs. He tells me 
that editors and initial readers strongly encouraged him 
to remove the scene that has excited the largest reaction. 
Seeger. having downed a magic mushroom potion, trips 
out in his hotel room where he and his mother (who is, 
pointedly, a big believer in the alternative child-rearing 
practices of the ‘70s) are staying while on a holiday 
in Mexico. 


| an author, and the cBfccters, and the actual 
story. This can lead to a random questioning of 
belief... if you follow the narrative through, there are 
elements that are just not right. This also helps to 
demonstrate the intensity of Seege^s experience.” 

Travers also has an impressive resume when it comes to 
performance art. His work in both this field and writing 
being highly regarded in America and internationally. I 
ask if he considers himself a gay activist. 

“I haven’t been involved in demonstrations for years. I 
hope the ideas raised in my work saysepough, if not more 


I sneak the ideas in there. I hope that my work will z 
with the changes and e 

it comes to issues ol sexuatxvv; 

What are those changes that need to he made? Y ash. 

“I would like to see a broader focus, more emphasis on 
self-determination. Get rid of that American fear of the 
body for one. I want people to feel that they can love who 
they want, how they want. There needs to be a freedom of 
the heart and sexuality - instead of an emphasis on 
rights,” He snorts in amusement 
“I mean, rights for gays to marry, rights for gays to be 
accepted into powerful positions, and the military forces, 
these things are not my top priority. The achievement of 
rights so that you can be like everybody else does not sit 
right with me. 1 don't want to be like everybody else! 
Being given the right to be like everyone else does not 
interest me. I am much more interested in the division 
between what is normal, and what is perverted. Nice, 
middle-class gay men with equal rights do not interest me. 
I am more interested in perversity than the middle-class, 
nice gay man.” 

D. leavers Scott will speak at 6pm on Wednesday 1 9 July at la Bar. 
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A RESORT PARADISE 

^ :«iioetmpnt? How ab 




Superb Investment 

■ Established returns 

■ Swimming pool and spa 

■ Fully serviced 

I Overlooking Noosa watenva 
I Undercover parking 

I Air-conditioned 
I BBQ, gazebo ami 
entertainment area 
On-site m.inagement 

■ Management rights for sale 

■ Accomodation available from 
$70 per couple per room 

DETAILS: Mkhael Sckulkrh 
(07) 5*«5 0044 
0411028 145 
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THE BOOKSHOP BA.RL1NGH13RST 

is pleased to present 


Writers Reading at LA Bar 

Our guests are two visiting American authors 
D Travers Scott (Execution, Texas: 1987 / Strategic Sex) 

Jennifer Natalya Fink (Strategic Sex) 


and Sydney writer 


Neal Drinnan (Glove Puppet / Pussy's Bow / Qu\») 

Wednesday 19 ^ tily, ^ j^f'n-Irltngltutst 
Upstairs at LA Bar, 231 Oxford St, Darling 

(02) 9331 U03 


Enquiries 


__ xhe Bookshop on 





voc ^ 1 



A two dav writers conference 

readings asdperform^ces 

exploring issues of GEOGRAP 
CULTURAL & GENDER 



U S. and AustraEaa w riters include 

Tony Birch Kathleen Mary Fallon Jennifer Katalya 
Judith Hemschemeyer Olga Lorenzo D.Tra\ti s 


13-14 July, 2000 9.30-5.00 
Admission Free 
Multi-Function Room 
Graduate Centre (off Grattan Street) 

L niversity of Melbourne 

Hosted by the Australian Centre 
The Department of English (Creative Writing 
A: The Graduate Centre 

university of Meibettme - - - - - -- 

Enquiries: Marion M. Campbell, Dept, of English, University of Melbourne, 

Tel. 8344 5512 







Queer Pens 

Queer authors D Travers Scott 
(pictured) and Jennifer Natalya 
Fink will make an appearance at 
Hares and Hyenas for a reading. 
Scott is the author of the highly 
acclaimed novel Execution Texas 
and the editor of Strategic Sex 
and Best Gay Erotica 2000. Fink is 
the author of The Mikveh Queen 
and Burn, and has recently worked 
on children’s books with Hillary 
Clinton and Susan Sarandon. At 
Hares & Hyenas, 135 Commercial 
! Road. South Yarra on Sunday. July 
9 at 6.30pm. The event is free 
and wheelchair accessible, book 


on 9824 0110. 
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